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Where are your books for 4th graders?

Questions about books for specific grade
levels is probably one of the most common
questions we get in the children's depart-
ment. In the last fwo decades the in-
creased use of reading programs like Ac-
celerated Reader and Reading Counts have
created a push for parents and teachers
to help students find books "at their
level”. So you may wonder, why doesn't
our library just organize the books by
grade or lexile and make it easier for
folks to find books according to their
child's grade or score?

A child's grade level is certainly
one factor to use in helping them find
reading material, but there are also many
other factors to consider. To focus only
on grade level or "score" level is poten-
tially detrimental o the development of
lifelong reading habits. Reading is a
highly personal journey that should allow
the opportunity for students to make dis-
coveries about themselves and the world
around them. In other words, reading is
not just an academic activity that should
only be tied to grades and test scores,
but is also strongly connected to a child's
life, personal experiences, and aspirations.

Research has consistently shown
that children who are offered print rich
environments in which they get to play an
active part in selecting reading material
are more likely to be successful, lifelong
readers. Our goal in the children’s de-
partment is to make available a wide vari-
ety of interesting materials and provide
tools and guidance for individual children
and families in finding the books and re-
sources that would be most enjoyable and
meaningful for them.

Of course, we realize that there
is a practical truth that a child's age and
grade play a big part in the kind of topics
and books they are interested in. So we
have set up the library and created re-

sources to help you find just what you are
looking for keeping in mind both grade
levels and reading interests. Libraries are
for exploring, and we invite you to come
and explore with your child. We are here
to help. Listed below are some of the
main sections of the library.

Beginning Readers—These books have a
more limited vocabulary and are good for
children in the early stages of learning to
read. Children who are just learning to
read benefit from a combination of learn-
ing to read these books and having books
from our picture book and chapter book
sections read out loud to them.

Picture Books—These books rely on both
pictures and text to tell the stories.
Some of these are designed to be read
out loud to young children. Others are
simple enough for younger readers to
tackle on their own. We have lists of
great read-alouds and picture books that
are good for beginning readers. It is im-
portant to note that picture books are not
just for young readers. We have many
picture books with challenging text and
high-interest stories appropriate for 3rd,
4th and 5th graders. Ask about our list
of picture books for older readers to help
you get started.

Chapter Book Fiction—These are novels
for children that are organized by author.
Most of the readers of these books fall in
2nd—6th grades, although there are ex-
ceptions both above and below this range.
We have created a lot of lists to help
guide you in this area. Some are by inter-
est area as in mysteries, sports fiction,
animals stories, etc. Others are by grade
level. Just keep in mind that for the
grade level lists you will want to take a
look at the lists just above and below
their grade as most of these books are
appropriate for many grades.

Fayette County Public Library
770-305-5328
1821 Heritage Park Way,
Fayetteville, GA 30214
For more information contact:
Ada Demlow, Children’s Librarian
ademlow@fayettecountyga.gov,
770-305-5351
Charlotte Stargell, Children’s Assistant

www.fayettecountyga.gov/public_library

Chapter Book Nonfiction—These books
are organized by subject according to
Dewey Decimal numbers. If your child
has some favorite subject areas, learn
those numbers as any public library you go
to will have books about that subject in
the same number. Most of these books
are in the 2nd—6th grade range but we do
have quite a few that are also appropriate
for use with children in Pre-K—first
grade. For some children non-fiction is
their main entry into reading as they en-
joy finding books about their favorite
sports team, animal, race car, etc.

Other important things to remember:

Reading out loud to children should not
end once they become proficient readers.
Reading to children throughout their life
is highly beneficial because it creates a
wonderful time of bonding, and also helps
increase comprehension and knowledge.

Use book levels sparingly, focusing more
on interests and past reading experiences.
If you are worried that a book might be
too challenging, use the five finger rule.
Have your child read the first page of the
book and count how many words they don't
know. If there are more than five, then
the book may be too challenging. How-
ever, if they are highly motivated to read
the book have them try another page or
two to be sure.




	Fayette County Public Library 

	Children’s Department

	Dewey’s News 

	October 2011


